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Operation of wills, powers of attorney & guardian appointments 
 
Wills 
 
  <Will made Loss of capacity > <From death the will applies 
 
Time 

 

P 
 ? 

? 
 

✝ 
Executor/trustee acts on 
behalf of deceased estate 

       Directions can be left about 
funeral, organ donation & 
administration of estate 

 
 
Powers of attorney 
 
  <Power of attorney > <Loss of capacity > <After death power ceases 
 
Time 

 

P 
Attorney may act 
from when made 

? 
? 

Attorney cannot act 
✝ 

   

          
 
 
Enduring powers of attorney 
 
  <Power of attorney  Loss of capacity > <After death power ceases 
 
Time 

 

P 
Attorney may act 
from when made 

? 
? 

Attorney continues to 
to be able to act ✝ 

   

          
 
 
Appointment of enduring guardian 
 
  <Guardian appointment > <Loss of capacity > <After death guardianship ceases 
 
Time 

 

P 
 ? 

? 
Guardian may then act 

✝ 
   

     Directions can also be 
left about health care 
& end of life decisions 
eg health care 
directive or advanced 
care directive 

 
   

 


